
Michelle Currans       English 110, 2017-2018 

michelle.currans@mason.kyschools.us 

The Honors English assignment Part I and II is due by the SECOND day of school, August 10th.  Do not wait 
until the last minute!  Late summer work will lose 20% and will not be accepted after Friday, August 11th.  

PART I  - ESSAY 

Write a five-paragraph personal essay describing your life, your dreams or worries about ninth grade or high 
school, and your goals for ninth grade and the future.  

The introduction paragraph should include a thesis statement.  In the first body paragraph of the essay, make 
assertions about yourself and provide personal details about your life.  You may talk about family, pets, 
interests, hobbies, favorite books, etc.  In the second body paragraph of the essay, address your dreams or 
worries about ninth grade or high school.  What are some things you wish for, aspects of your life you hope to 
improve, concerns or fears about ninth grade or high school, or what you imagine it will be like.  In the third 
body paragraph of the essay, describe your goals.  What are your academic goals, personal goals, physical, 
spiritual, or social goals for high school and after?  Last paragraph should be a conclusion paragraph.   

Good planning and organization is the key to writing an effective essay.  Be sure to use prewriting strategies to 
plan your first draft.  As you revise and edit your first draft, reconsider your content and message; try to write 
smooth transitions, correct spelling and usage, and use sharp, specific verbs and nouns.  Have fun with this 
essay and let me know all about YOU! 

PART II – SUMMER READING LOG ASSIGNMENT 

During the first quarter, students will be actively and independently involved with a novel of their choice from 
the list below (Pick one).  In addition, students will take an exam over the reading.  I have attached a reading 
log for students to use as they read this book over the summer.  This log is due by the dates above.  

If you’re unfamiliar with the selections, try a little online skimming first to help you decide which books to 
choose. Some of these novels feature mature content/language. Please review the book carefully with your 
parent/guardian before you decide to read it.  You’re not required to buy your books, but you should have it 
accessible either through an electronic reader or the novel.  Also, you may find the book at the public library. 

The list of suggested texts was compiled through the On Course for Success study by ACT - Quality Core.  It is 
not intended to be a comprehensive booklist for the ACT or an English course.  Rather, it represents a diverse 
collection of texts that have been taught in successful classrooms. 

Jane Austen  -  Pride and Prejudice   George Orwell   -   Animal Farm 
Pearl Buck  -   The Good Earth                                Erich Maria Remarque  -  All Quiet on the Western Front 
Olive Ann Burns  -  Cold Sassy Tree   J.D. Salinger  -  Catcher in the Rye 
Charles Dickens  -  Great Expectations  John Steinbeck  -  Of Mice and Men 
Sharon Draper  -  Cooper Sun    Kathryn Stockett  -  The Help 
John Knowles  -  A Separate Peace   Mark Twain   -   The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
Walter Dean Myers   -  The Glory Field  Alice Walker  -  The Color Purple 
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Reading Log     
Mason County High 
Summer Reading  

  
Use your own paper for additional reading log entries. 

Date
Pages read 

from 
___ to ___

Summary/reflection of your reading:   
Talk about characters, the problem, interesting events, setting, predictions, 

questions you have, connections to your life, etc. 

6/7/17 Pgs. 1-25

EXAMPLE:  The story started out with a description of the main character 
Chloe.  It was interesting to see how they made her seem so real.  She reminds 
me of my friend Claire.  They also talked about a boy in her class.  Will she like 
him by the end of the book?

Name 

__________________________________________ 

Book Title _____________________________________ 

Author________________________________________




